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THEOLOGY AND CRIME 

Mason and Dixon's line. It was followed also by the acquittal of the men 
accused of the lynching, because, apparently, of race feeling on the part of 
the jurymen." 

Compare this Journal, Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 130, for lynching statistics of 1912. 

R. H. G. 

Theology and Crime. — There is something radically wrong about our 
traditional system of education, that leaves so many minds in a state to be 
easily influenced criminally; and also something very wrong about our whole 
theory of punishment in that it does not lessen crime. A studious inquiry into 
the history of all discoveries, inventions, social institutions, political regula- 
tions, etc., shows that it has taken our entire race thousands of years to think 
out the problems before us, many of which are still in the active process of 
change from error to knowledge, and in view of the vast amount of suffering 
and wrong-doing still going on in the world, it is self-evident that perfection 
has not yet been reached in any field, and that everything must still be kept 
open for dispassionate inquiry and re-adjustment. 

One of the theories that has come down from the remote past, the history 
of which is well known as a part of race-psychology, is that there is an essen- 
tial relationship between theological belief and moral behavoir, and so persist- 
ent has this theory been, that nearly all parents and teachers still continue to 
make a strong factor of theology in all their efforts to impress good behavoir 
and moral action upon the lives of children. 

Of all subjects this is the one in relation to which there should, in the in- 
terest of human conservation, be a most calm, kindly and impartial arraignment 
of facts and statistics, for we can only judge of the efficiency of a system by 
the results obtained, and everyone truly interested in humanity's progress should 
be ready to face the facts and figures and be guided by them unflinchingly. 
The matter is exceedingly important for many are convinced that theology, 
instead of preventing misconduct through fear as in former times,' has the ef- 
fect of confusing the mind from childhood up, and destroying the power of 
self-guidance through "cause to effect reasoning." As all children must one 
day pass from the control of their parents and teachers and thereafter become 
directors of their own lives, the needful thing is to conserve their brains as 
thinking machines by constantly thinking of tangible things in their true pro- 
portion — the only mental exercise that will develop the judgment and discrim- 
ination required to avoid the follies and pitfalls of life which are practical 
realities, not spiritual or esoteric. 

A review of the mental training of a few of those recently convicted of 
serious crime shows : Beattie the wife murderer to have had careful religious 
training; Rev. Richeson trained from boyhood in theology, preaching it up to 
the very day of the crime he later confessed; the McNamara brothers carefully 
trained in their church, and the four condemned young murderers of Chicago 
all reared in theological belief ; suggest that the system so strenuoiisly demanded 
for moral education may not be "panning out." Supernaturalism being evi- 
dently no deterrent of crime, the serious question arises is it a crime stimulant, 
does it prepare the way for criminality? Should statistics prove that crimes are 
the most largely committed by those whose minds were wrecked in childhood 
by those who poisoned them with theology, will it not be the duty of the govern- 
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rnent to conserve its citizenship and take children from such parents and 
teachers and give them secular educations? For obviously no one should be 
permitted to muddle and confuse the minds of minors, destroy their sense of 
proportion by wrong thinking and forever blight their moral stamina. People 
who are not taught to trust their own reasoning, cannot be blamed for not using 
their reason for guidance. 

In view of the growing number of educators who declare that all theology 
confuses the mind and is no aid to moral training, that the mind grows like the 
body in the direction of the exercise it gets, that what children require is simply 
to grow up in an environment that will daily bring their best and noblest quali- 
ties into action as a part of life ; makes this subject one of vast importance to 
be verified one way or the other without delay by marshaUng the data and 
statistics involved and placing the findings in the hands of every thinking man 
and woman in the United States. 

The writer of the above should distinguish religion and theology. — [Eds.] 

World-wide War on Vice. — We have received enquiry concerning the 
plan of the order of B'nai B'rith. The following may be of interest 
to many. — [Eds.] 

The international order of B'nai B'rith at its recent convention held 
ir. Europe instituted a world-wide campaign against the white slave traffic 
and is informing organizations in different countries engaged in similar 
work of the action taken by the order, with a view of securing their 
co-operation. The plan of procedure includes the following policies : to 
enlist the press of the entire world in aiding the fight against the trade in girls 
and women; to organize special committees in the cities on the border and at 
harbors; to appoint well qualified agents to be their executives for supervision 
and control; to distribute warnings against the traders by printed circulars and 
notices; to unite women's organizations for preventing the traffic; to send 
itinerant speakers to all lands ; to teach adolescent youth the dangers of the 
social vice ; to establish in every country an information bureau which shall be 
responsible and effective ; to organize in the greater cities agencies for the pro- 
tection of women and girls who are traveUng; and for the purpose of carrying 
out this work, to establish central bureaus of the order in Berlin, for Europe, 
and in Chicago for America. With special reference to the situation in the 
Orient, it was decided to investigate the laws and ordinances of Turkey for the 
purpose of securing the prevention of the white slave traffic by the punishment 
of the white slave traders; to investigate the traffic, the forms under which it 
is conducted, the customs to which it is related, the people who are engaged in 
it and the extent to which it is carried on ; to advise with regard to the ways 
and means of fighting it in different localities ; to provide for the supervision 
of boat and railway traffic; to make provision for girls and women rescued 
from the traffic and to secure agents to carry out these plans. 

Chicago Committee Against Vice. — The Committee of Fifteen has been 
chartered by the legislature of Illinois "to aid the pubHc authorities in the en- 
forcement of all laws against pandering and to take measures calculated to 
suppress the white slave traffic." It has some of the strongest men of Chicago 
in its membership and devotes its work exclusively to prosecution. In its first 
annual report, record is made of sixty-three convictions, resulting in jail sen- 
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